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the classic repertoire, she felt herself uninspired by this mod-
ernized tissue of horrors, and, losing confidence in its success
at the very moment of trial, lost confidence in her own powers,
or whether the attitude of the public disheartened her, from
whatever cause it might be, this character, so obstinately
adopted in spite of all taste, reason, and judgment, was ill-
sustained by her. It lingered a very few nights, and was then
dropped forever.
With its manifold faults, the play possessed points well
suited to Mademoiselle Rachel. It is said that Racine bor-
rowed from the " Rosemonde" of Balthazar Baro the charac-
ter ofHermione—Mademoiselle Rachel's best part. The scene
of the Greek princess instigating Orestes to the murder of
Pyrrhus certainly presents a striking analogy with that in
which Rosemonde endeavors to persuade Ermigius to slay Al-
low ; the arguments used by Hermione and the answers of the
hesitating, reluctant Orestes, though clothed in the far superior
poetry of Racine, are the same, in reality, as those of Baro's
heroine and hero; then, again, there is so great a resemblance
in fact, between some of the situations of M. Latour's play
and those of " Andromaque," that it is somewhat strange Mad-
emoiselle Rachel did not feel sustained by the resemblance.
There are others, too, where her tragic expression and atti-
tudes had excellent opportunities of display; for instance, in
the scene where the tyrant, mortally wounded, drags himself
on the stage, and is met by Rosemonde entering with a lamp
to ascertain if the deed has been well done. The king, on
retiring, had found EgUde, one of Rosemonde''a women, dressed
in "the regal robes, dead on his couch. He has mistaken her
for the queen he had chosen, and, being set upon by his mur-
derer, has had no time to discover his error; hence his first
exclamation, when the real Rosemonde meets him? a la Lady
Macbeth^ with her lamp:
"Cette femme, qoefle est eette femme?"
ZtosBinonde.
"La haine
"La vengeance, tardive, U est vraie, Trmia eertaine."
Atttoin,
"Ah I"

